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and I would like to thank my friend and con-
stituent, Mr. Ed Richter of Franklin, Ohio, for
bringing this significant milestone to my atten-
tion. Mr. Richter currently serves as National
Service/Communication Program Director for
the organization.

I join my colleagues in wishing continued
success to Alpha Phi Omega and its distin-
guished members and alumni.
f

THANKS TO MY CONGRESSIONAL
AND SUBCOMMITTEE STAFFS

HON. JOHN EDWARD PORTER
OF ILLINOIS
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Friday, December 15, 2000

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I want to pay
tribute to the best Congressional staff in Amer-
ica: mine. My outstanding Chief of Staff, Ginny
Hotaling, and my staff at home: Linda Maneck,
with nineteen years of experience, Ed Kelly,
with fourteen years, Carol Joy Cunningham,
Dee Jay Kweder, eighteen years with me and
five with my predecessor, Bob McClory, Mary
Jane Partridge and Nancy Johnson, and my
Press Secretary, Linda Mae Carlstone, now in
her second tour in that position—all have done
superior work in serving me and our constitu-
ents. In Washington, my acclaimed Adminis-
trative Assistant, Katharine Fisher, my Office
Manager, Jerri Lohman, with me for twenty
years, my Legislative Director, Spencer
Pearlman, the Executive Director of the
Human Rights Caucus, Jeanette Windon, my
Scheduler Jori Frahler, Mike Liles, Eric Ras-
mussen, and David Fabrycky—they have also
been incredibly responsive to the challenges
of a very active and demanding office, and I
can never thank each of these wonderful indi-
viduals enough.

My subcommittee staff is also simply the
best on the Hill. Its exemplary Clerk, Tony
McCann, and his colleagues: Carol Murphy,
Susan Firth, Francine Salvador, and our
detailees, Jeff Kenyon and Tom Kelly, have
been knowledgeable, hard working and loyal.
It has been a real privilege to work with them
and with their predecessors, Bob Knisley, Sue
Quantius, and Mike Myers, and I hope we can
remain close in the years ahead.
f

IN HONOR OF WARREN-CENTER-
LINE STERLING HEIGHTS CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE HALL OF
FAME RECOGNITION BANQUET
HONOREES TARIK DAOUD, MARK
STEENBERGH, AND GERALD
ELSON

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today not
only as a member of the United States House
of Representatives but also as a member of
the Honorary Committee for the Warren-Cen-
ter Line-Sterling Heights Hall of Fame Ban-
quet. This is the event’s first year, and I am
proud to be a part of honoring three excep-
tional individuals for their commitment to the
betterment of their business and civic environ-
ments—Mayor Mark Steenbergh, Gerald

Elson, and Tarik Daoud. One simply needs to
view the landscape to see the tangible evi-
dence of the impact these individuals have
had on the economic environment there.

Since Warren Mayor Mark Steenbergh be-
came mayor of Warren, taxes are down, prop-
erty values are up, and businesses are racing
to take root in the city. Mayor Steenbergh’s vi-
sion of a better Warren is evidence in the hard
work and dedication to prosperity that he has
put into the city. To many, the closing of the
TACOM headquarters on Van Dyke spelled
doom for the City of Warren. Mayor
Steenbergh did Warren residents proud with
his commitment to working with state and local
officials to build a successful industrial park on
the site. The crown jewel of Warren will shine
in 2002, when the new Warren Community
Center opens it’s doors. As Mayor of Macomb
County’s largest city, Mark Steenbergh is
friend to all those who live and work in the
Warren community.

Working his way up from design engineer,
to his present position of Vice President of
General Motors and GM of Operations for the
North American Car Group, Gerald Elson per-
sonifies the hard working attitude of Western
Macomb. His meteoric rise from the small
town of Merrill, Michigan outside Saginaw to
one of the highest ranking officials at the top
company on Fortune Magazine’s Global 500
shows proof of his brilliant ingenuity and busi-
ness sense. In this capacity, and as Chair-
person for the GM Warren County Relations
Committee, Elson has served as the architect
of General Motor’s commitment to the City of
Warren. Nowhere else in the world is the
economy so reliant upon the auto industry as
it is in Michigan, and Elson’s committee to
keeping GM on top makes him invaluable to
the community’s neighborhoods and business
environment.

Community leader, business owner, and
philanthropist, Tarik Daoud has been a part of
the Macomb County Community since 1964.
As owner of Al Long Ford in Warren, Daoud
has recently been named a finalist for the
2000 Time Magazine Quality Dealer Award.
This distinguished honor comes as a result of
Daoud’s tradition of exceptional performance
not only as a car dealer, but also to the com-
munity. Daoud sits on numerous Boards in-
cluding Salvation Army and the Warren
YWCA, in addition to his work with the Inter-
national Visitor Council, which hosts foreign
visitors to the Metro Area. Tarik Daoud has
earned his reputation and respect throughout
the community not only for his success as a
businessman, but also for his education and
charitable contributions.

Please join me in thanking the Chamber of
Commerce, and congratulating these three
outstanding individuals for their devotion to
their work and the bettermen of our commu-
nities.
f

REMEMBERING THE FORGOTTEN
OF THE FORGOTTEN WAR: AFRI-
CAN AMERICANS IN KOREA
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Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, Sep-
tember 13–16, 2000 marked the 30th anniver-

sary of the Congressional Black Caucus Foun-
dation (CBCF) Legislative Conference, the
most significant socio-political gathering in the
country to discuss issues of importance to the
African American community. On September
15, 2000 Representative SANFORD BISHOP, Jr.
(D–GA) and I convened, in conjunction with
the 50th anniversary of the Korean War Com-
memoration, another well attended, although
highly emotional, 12th Annual Veterans
Braintrust forum entitled: ‘‘Remembering the
Forgotten of the Forgotten War: African Ameri-
cans in Korea.’’

For the past several years my distinguished
friend and colleague SANFORD BISHOP, Jr. and
I have hosted the Annual Veterans Braintrust
during the Congressional Black Caucus Foun-
dation Legislative Conference because we
both care a great deal about the well-being of
America’s veterans. Nevertheless, this year I
was overwhelmed to be in the room with so
many true heroes, and spoke for all my col-
leagues in thanking them for their service to
this great nation. It makes me very proud that
the Veterans Braintrust is one of the best at-
tended forums during the Annual Congres-
sional Black Caucus Legislative Conference.
This year’s event was particularly important
because of the limited time we have to set the
record straight on the sacrifices and service of
African Americans during the Korean War. Be-
cause throughout the Korean War, African
American soldiers were waging a war on two
fronts. They fought gallantly beside their com-
rades in the most trying conditions, while bat-
tling the bigotry and racism that were still
prevalent in the United States military. These
same veterans continued their fight against
racism at home by joining the grassroots of
the Civil Rights Movement. Although Korea is
known as the ‘‘Forgotten War,’’ we told them
that we will never forget, and we won’t let our
colleagues in Congress forget about the brave
men and women who made the freedom we
enjoy today possible.

Congressman SANFORD BISHOP, Jr., re-
affirmed that the Veterans Braintrust is an
event which has become one of the traditional
highlights of the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation’s annual legislative conference,
adding that this is a family affair which brings
veterans and their families together from
throughout the country, and gives us an op-
portunity to discuss issues of critical concern
to us all. To our distinguished panelist, he
said, it is because of Korean War veterans,
both men and women who have answered the
call of duty that we have the strongest military
in the world and praised their unselfishness in
risking their lives to protect our freedom.
Today is their day. African American Korean
war veterans are finally receiving the recogni-
tion that they truly deserve. With that said,
BISHOP introduced our keynote speaker, The
Honorable Louis Caldera, Secretary of the
Army.

Secretary Caldera began by stating, that
this forum was aptly named. ‘‘Remembering
the Forgotten of the Forgotten War.’’ For many
African Americans and for many reasons,
Korea truly was the Forgotten War. It came on
the heels of an exhausting World War II in
which our Army literally led the effort to save
the world from tyranny. Americans had ex-
pected to enjoy the fruits of this exhausting ef-
fort for some time. They had enough of war.
But less than five years after V–J Day, they
found themselves being asked once again to
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